
Apprenticeships

Post-18 Destinations



Post-18 Destinations

• We are here to support you in achieving the appropriate post-18 
destination for you as an adult. 

• Post-18 destinations can include:
University
An apprenticeship
Degree apprenticeship
A full-time job

• Discuss – how would you go about finding an
apprenticeship?



What are apprenticeships at post-18 and how 
do they differ from university?
• Apprenticeships combine practical training in a job with study at a 

College. 

• In an apprenticeship you will work alongside experienced staff to 
learn on the job. 

• An apprenticeship will pay you for working. In the first year, your 
hourly rate is likely to be £4.30 an hour. Full time, this would be 
around £650 per month. Once you are over a year in, your wage rises.

• An apprenticeship will take between 1 and 5 years to complete 
depending on the level.



What are apprenticeships at post-18 and how 
do they differ from university?
• Benefits of an apprenticeship may include:

• You are getting paid on the job

• You are gaining qualifications that directly relate to a career path

• You are becoming skilled and confident in a workplace

• There are great progression opportunities (many apprentices are kept 
on by their employers at the end of their course). 



What are apprenticeships at post-18 and how 
do they differ from university?
• However, equally there are downsides:

• You will not be treated as a student but as an employee, so lateness, 
frequent absence or being slack will not be tolerated.

• You’ll have to go to work whatever the situation, whatever the 
conditions, for less pay than your (already qualified) colleagues.

• Long-term, lifetime earnings of those with apprenticeship 
qualifications are lower than lifetime earnings for those who have 
degrees. 



What sort of apprenticeships could I look at 
after sixth form?
• Level 3 apprenticeships (‘Advanced Apprenticeships’) 

• You will work in a job 3 or 4 days a week while also attending college

• You will finish with a qualification such as:

• Applied A Levels

• Key Skills Level 3 Qualification

• National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 3

• BTECs



What sort of apprenticeships could I look at 
after sixth form?
• Level 4 apprenticeships (‘Higher Apprenticeships’)

• You will work in a job 3 or 4 days a week while also attending College

• You will finish with a qualification such as:

• Applied A Levels

• A Foundation Degree

• National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 4



What sort of apprenticeships 
could I look at after sixth form?
• Level 5+ apprenticeships (‘Degree Apprenticeships’)

• Typically 3-4 years in length with 1 day a week at university

• Your earnings with these are higher than with other apprenticeships 
but they are much tougher

• You will finish with a university degree

• Applications take place during year 13 and you apply directly to the 
employer (not UCAS)

• Look at page 106 for examples of employers you can look at the 
websites of, matched by the number of vacancies and the ‘subjects’ 
offered! https://read.degreeapprenticeships.guide/view/548515636/

https://read.degreeapprenticeships.guide/view/548515636/


What industries offer apprenticeships for 
after sixth form?
• Science & Technology

• Computing & IT

• Engineering

• Accountancy

• Marketing & Communications

• Business & Management

• Journalism

• Project Management

• Software development

• Creative Media

• Dentistry Nursing

• Aviation





Applying for an apprenticeship is tough…

• In a post-Covid world, apprenticeships are more competitive than 
ever. You cannot just think “I don’t want to go to university, I’ll just get 
an apprenticeship”. Getting accepted for one (especially at level 4 or 
higher) is tough.

• I searched on 24th June for apprenticeships near Sawtry. There were 
over 100 level 3 apprenticeships but just 4 level 4 apprenticeships and 
no level 5 apprenticeships at all.

• The employer is also investing lots of time, energy and money into 
training and educating you – so you really have to stand out. 

• This is why getting good grades and enrichment at sixth form is 
important even if you are not going to university.



Applying for an apprenticeship is tough…

• Applying for an apprenticeship is the same as applying for a job: you 
are applying directly to an employer to take you on as an employee, 
and to also put you through college. 

• With universities you are applying for a static course – i.e. you write 
one application for Medicine or Politics and send it to five unis that 
you KNOW are hiring thousands of students in September.

• With apprenticeships you are applying for a single job that will be 
gone if they employ someone else – and your application will need to 
be different for every job you apply for!



Apprenticeships near here… 

• https://www.gov.uk/apply
-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship






A local level 3 
apprenticeship



A local level 4 
(much more 
competitive) 
apprenticeship



Degree 
apprenticeship



Homework for you… 

• If you are thinking about an apprenticeship (even if you are not 
decided) – go to https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

• BROWSE – just see what’s available – what are the start dates like? 
What’s the pay? Where is it? How will you get there? What sort of 
tasks and work will you be doing? What are the career opportunities 
like over the next four or five years after the apprenticeship ends?

• All of this will just make you think more clearly about your post-18 
destinations

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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